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MARINER 3 & 4 MARINER 6 & 7 To explore the inner solar system, visiting the 
planets Venus, Mars and Mercury for the 1st

time.
Between 1962 and 1973.
The 10 Mariners were all relatively small 
robotic explorers, each launched on an Atlas 
rocket with either an Agena or Centaur upper-
stage booster.

Mariner 3 and 4 were identical spacecrafts 
designed to carry out the first flybys of Mars.
Mariner 3 was launched on November 5, 1964, 
but the shroud encasing the spacecraft atop its 
rocket failed to open properly, and Mariner 3 
did not get to Mars.
November 28, 1964, Mariner 4 was launched 
successfully on an eight-month voyage to the 
red planet.

Collected the first close-up photographs of 
another planet.
Not expected to survive much longer than the 
eight months.
Lasted about three years in solar orbit, 
continuing long-term studies of the solar wind 
environment and making coordinated 
measurements with Mariner 5, a sister ship 
launched to Venus in 1967.



Mariner 6 and 7 were the second pair of Mars 
missions in NASA's Mariner series.
1969, Mariner 6 and Mariner 7 completed the 
first dual mission to Mars.
Flew by over the equator and south polar 
regions and analyzing the Martian atmosphere 
and surface with remote sensors.
Showed that the dark features on the surface 
seen from Earth were not canals, as once 
thought in the 1800s.
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